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The Reagan administration’s re-
sponee to terrorist attacks agamst
Americans has become as stylised as a
minuet, and just about as effective.
There is the initial shock, expressions
of gnef and anger, followed by tough
talk from the administration about get-
ting to the root of terronsm. Then
nothung.

The Christmastime attacks at the
Rome and Vienna airports, which left
five Amencans—uwuicluding an 11-year-
old girl—dead, followed this pattern of
impotence step by dreary step. In that
instance, the president poured out fus
rhetorical rage on Libya, while cau-
tiously ignonng the equaily gulty Ira-
rwans and Synans. The United States
umposed sancuons on Libya—but
there was no retaliation.

[ran, in particular, has grown feariess
to the pount of arTogance m thumbing its
nose at America. Few episodes were
more revealing than the behund-the-
scenes exchange of last March beween
Secretary of State George Shuits and
lranian Prime Minuster Mir Hossemn
Mussav,

concerned about Amencan hostages
being heid by lranian-controlled terror-
1588, Shults sent a stern secret message
to the foreign ministry m Tehran by
way of a Swiss diplomat. It warned the
Khomewi regune that it would “‘suffer
the consequences”  any harm befell
the American hostages.

Partly in response to Shultz's secret
threat, the [rauan prine ounister took
to the arwaves ca May 28 to ndicule
the Unuted States. Even as he spoke, he
was probably aware, our sources say,
that the plan to hijack KTWA Flight 847
had already been set in motiocn.
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Prime Minuster Mussavi—related
to the terrorst family of Lebanese
Mussavis who have plotted nearly
every attack on Americans i the Mid-
die East snce April 1983—was
quoted oa the iranian radio as saying:

“The United States cannot do a
damn thing about thess threats or
through other actions. We have many
umes punched the United States n
the mouth, and we are ready to do this
once again over the worid The United
States must know that we are able to
turn the Persian Guif into a quicksand
for them to drown in.”

Actually, Mussavi  himself must
know that U.S. inteili
pointed the exact location of terronst
traning centers i Iran thal would be
idea[ targets for military retaliation. o~
their sublime self<confidence, the Ira-
mans haven’t gone to any great
lengths to hide the camps, even fee-
ruring them occasionally in broadcasts
and interviews with recrunts.

Mussavi's wife, Zahra Rahnevard, s
the director of one traiung camp: Be-
heshua, west of Tehrant The camp's
speciaity s traung non-lraruan female
terronsts. According to reports smug-
gied out of lran, Mussavi's wife 1s about
30 vears old and was uutially tratned
Palestiran guernila camps. Though she
conrdinates tranmng programs through-
out [ran, ~ne concentrates on Beheshua,
whuch at any nne ume has about 300
women between 17 and 35 from al
over the worid.

U.S. mtethgence rs vware of more

hes po~

than a dozen terronst trawvung centers

m_lran, 'mng at_east seven for

women. From secret CIA reports and

our_own sources deep mside [ran. we
have jeamed the camp locabons. | hey

nclude:

& Vakilabad. in Khorasan province
near the city of Meshed. Once used 1
hold {raq: pnisoners of war, it was con-
verted (nto a terronst traung center
in 1984, On the tarmac at a smail awr-
port, two [ran Aur jetuners are parked
for use in practice hiackings.

One of those who tramned at Valala-
bad was Al Atwa, the wouid-be hr
acker who mussed TWA Fught 847 at
the Athens auport. He was arrested
there, but was later reieased to jon
his comrades. Atwa had spent at least
two weeks i the Vakiabad camp,
learning awriner cabun layout and con-
trols, and then took a three-dav course
at Manzartyeh Park, near the Ayato-
lah Khomeinu’s Tehran resdence.

Les cease when fo
come to vist the u.q.-'?g'wf missanes
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